


























WOOD MANUFACTURES AND USERS

Evaluate capacity and feasibility to process
urban wood

Determine your capacity for taking in and
processing urban wood by addressing the
following questions:

What is your capacity to process wood?
O Equipment capabilities
O Sta service capabilities
O Transportation capabilities or needs

What types of wood can | process and how much?
O Types
O Proportion of types
O Sizes
O Species
O Quantities
O Quality
O Consistency
O Seasonality

Determine whether there is ample demand for
urban processing services and/or urban wood end
use products by addressing the following
questions:
O Does my shop have an ongoing demand
for high- or low-quality urban wood?
O Will there be areliable supply of urban
wood?
O Canlo erproducts at a rate that is
a ordable to the community?
O Will my wood processing be pro table?

Determine the feasibility of processing urban
wood in the local political context by addressing
the following questions:
O What municipal plans and ordinances
impact an urban wood utilization
endeavor?

O Is community support in place or will
education and outreach be required?

Plan for partnerships
Begin the process of establishing community
partnerships by addressing the following
questions:
O Which community entities could connect
me to wood sources?
O Are vital resources, such as collection yards,
transportation, or sawmills, available?
O Assess the capacity of partners and
establish nancial protocol.

Learn from and share with other wood utilizers
Review the case studies provided in the next
section of this document for BMPs for wood users
throughout the Great Lakes region. Share your
urban wood utilization strategies with your
community.






Case Study 3: A Model for Urban Wood Markets
in Southeast Michigan

The Southeast Michigan Research Conservation
and Development (RC&D) Ash Utilization Options
Project also provides a successful example of
urban wood utilization in the Great Lakes region.
The program has helped Michigan communities
and businesses develop products and utilization
options for urban trees removed due to EAB.
Speci cally, the e ort has helped fund
demonstration projects using EAB wood, such as
in the Ann Arbor District Library where some of
the harvested trees were used as support beams
and columns. In the Urbanwood Project, small
businesses recovered serviceable logs from
land—scape tree removals and manufactured
them as lumber and ooring for the Southeast
Michigan Reclaimed Wood Marketplace
(www.urbanwood.org), a retail store in Ann Arbor,
Michigan. The Southeast Michigan RC&D Council
has also provided training on wood utilization to
numerous city forest-ers, tree service companies,
city maintenance sta , park superintendents, road
commission tree crews, arborists, city planners,
economic developers, wood processors, and
entrepreneurs in Michigan.1 For more
information, contact Jessica Simons at the
Southeast Michigan Resource Conservation &
Development Council.

Case Study 4: Creative Urban Wood Utilization
in Art Class at the Illinois Institute of
Technology (IIT)

lIT o ersits students an innovative class that
provides them with real-world experience in
utilizing urban wood for art projects. The lllinois
Wood Utilization Team supports this Architecture
and Furniture Design class, Environmental Wood
Reclamation via Creative Arts & Crafts Products.
The class has made furniture and gift items from
Emerald Ash Borer-a ected wood, which are now
on display at various locations. The Team also
exhibited at the National Cabinet Conference &
Woodworking Expo and the Illinois Valley
Woodcarvers Show. This project researches and
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organizes possible production methods and uses
for urban wood to help create business
opportunities and jump-start the urban wood
market in Chicago. For more information, contact
Edith Makra, chair of the Illinois Emerald Ash Borer
Wood Utilization Team.











